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The Greatest Power Plant.
What James B. Di ke has done with

water power on a tremendous scale
in our own South he is going to do
on a more tremendous scale in Canada.Indeed, the Quebec power developmententerprise into which he
has entered is of national and internationalimport. Harnessing 1.200,000horse-power at the headwaters of

the Saguenay River is a financial and
industrial undertaking which outside
of America would rarely call for

lesser support than that of governments.Mr. Dlkk, therefore, may be

likened to some foreign governments
in respect of the resources at his

command for the utilization of the

gigantic water flow which is to be

made to give light, heat and power
not only to Canada but to a section
of New England.
The vast North American water

powers that are spilled unused into

lakes, bays and seas are an economic
waste that can be expressed only in
hundreds of millions of dollars a

year lost to man. This natural and
Inexhaustible power or me Hireums i

and rivers can save the coal supplies
of the country, drive productive machineryat lower costs, light streetB
and roads that are now fn darkness,
and add to the wealth of the nation
and the world In an unceasing volume.Public sentiment and business
vision have come to a realization of
the possibilities of this problem only
recently, so that the work of water

power development is merely at its

^beginning.
All over this country and Canada,

wherever the genius and daring of
men like Mr. Duke can turn wasted
water into heat, light and power that
can be applied to productive industry
and to improved living conditions,
there are perpetual beneiits to be
conferred on nations and peoples.
Coal burns away and the earth becomesempty of it. As the forests
make room fbr agriculture to provide
food for increasing populations the
timber supply is diminished. But
the springs and brooks that provide
the power of the great waterfalls
go on forever.

A Nation of Readers.
The United States census report of

the printing and publishing industry
for 1919 shows to what an enormous

extent we have become readers of
periodicals.

It seems almost incredible that the
combined circulation of all the newspapersin the country should be less
than that of tlte weekly, monthly
and quarterly periodicals, but that
is the case. In 1919 the newspapers.
Including the country weeklies, attainedan average combined circulationof 56.2ftl.632, reckoned without
Sunday editions. Papers published
in foreign languages are not included
in the Jotal. This newspaper circu-,
lation was more than doubled by the;
periodicals. Their average combined
circulation was 122.843,377.
Of all the classes of newspaper pub-

ncauons anu ii«riuuiuiig uic muuvn-1

Ilea had by far the largest circulation.muchlarger than that of the
daily newspapers. The average combinedcirculation of monthly publicationsin 1919 was 91.681,81)7. That
of the daily newspapers, exclusive of
Sunday editions. .13,028.690. Is almost
equaled by the weekly periodicals
with 31.161,570.
This contrast is more understandablewhen it Is recalled that there

are many more periodicals which
never reach the newsstands than
there are to be seen in those already
crowded booths. There were, for Instance.380 religious weeklies publishedin the United States In 1919.
Thn.-. S7 lah,.p noaklloa 1 «»T.

trade weeklies, In all classes of
periodicals there were 707 trade Journals.There were 314 fraternal magazine*.The circulations of such
papers as these help to swell the
totals rolled up by the general mag
azlnes of large national circulation

a combined circulation which exleedsIn size the population of the
bnlted States.
The figures show that religious

publications lost 5,000,000 In circulationbetween 1914 and 1919. The
number of such publications dropped

from 1.412 to 1,162. Among the
weeklies those of general interest,
either all Action or Action and other
matter, now hold the lead which belongedto the religious group as late!
as 1914.

In the periodical field as a whole
m<iguzineK ueaung wim science anu

mechanics have multiplied more than
any others. There were 135 of these
listed in 1914. In 1919 they numbered246. and since then radio alone
lias added much to the total.

A Modern Roman.
The son of John Sheffmeykk, a

policeman in Jersey City, stole some
automobile tires. His father, with
no knowledge of what the boy had
done, was ordered to investigate the
case. When he discovered that the
guilty person was a member of his
own family, Patrolman Sheffmeykr
did not beg off. He obtained the
evidence necessary for conviction.
Although another policeman made
the arrest it was necessary that he
should give testimony against his
son, and he did. The Judge, in appreciationof Sheffmkyf.r's devotion
to duty, put the-boy on probation.
Two thousand four hundred years

ago Lucius Junius Bkutus helped
drive the Tarquins from Rome and
became one of the first consuls of
the new republic. His two sons sympathizedwith the monarchist party
and plotted to overthrow the just
established government. Brutus
had them executed and watched
while it was done.
The two cases are by no means exactlyparallel, yet both rest on the

same human quality. The story of
Bkutus has a place in history becausehis stern act was linked with
great events. The story of Sheffmeykrwill be only faintly remembered,but there is reason to think
that his decision required the greater
courage.

With him there was solely the
question of his own conception of
his duty as a policeman. He could
have asked to be relieved of the case

when he became aware of his son's
misconduct, and no humane superior
officer would have denied the request
under the circumstances.
Bbctcs faced a different situation.

His sons were guilty of a capital
crime against the State. The welfare
of Rome, as men saw it then, requiredtheir death. And Brutus
himself was .one of the two heads of
that State. '

The next time a policeman makes
a mistake think of Sheffmeyer'b
act and remember that it was only
the fullest expression of the daily
steadfastness in duty which marks
most policemen.

Maine's Experiment in Beef.
The State of Maine haa.been hard

hit by the incessant abandonment of
her farms. Year after year thousands
of acres have been thrown into the
discard, with a constantly falling
production of foodstuffs and shrinkageof wealth as measured both by
the lower crop values and by the
lower farm land values.

But the harder stock whose foref.ithor«5hpu'prl thp Pino Sfntn

out of the forest wilderness is not
ready to quit over its still unsolved
problem of the abandoned fsyms. A
public movement backed by thej
State Chamber of Commerce is now

well under way to have Maine raise
her own beef on the big stretches of
pasture land now idle and deserted.

Near Augusta, the State capital
and the home of James G. Blaise
during his brilliant career of nationalstatesmanship. 1,200 acres of
abandoned farms were bought up re-

cently and turned over to the experimentof having Maine boys and girls
raise Aberdeen-Angus cattle for beef
purposes. Other parts of the State
responded to the urging of the Chamberof Commerce.
What caught the fancy of the publicin the Maine cattle raising ventureswas that Maine boys and girls

were invited to come into the plan
of setting up in the business chiefly
on their ambition and pluck. Those
who put money into the movement
were not behind it primarily as a

profit making scheme for themselves
but to teach the Maine boys and
girls how to raise cattle and make a

living at it. And they have been
raising the cattle.
Now the test is at hand of how the

boys and girls have fared in their
cattle raising business and whether
the beef from it is good enough t.)
stand up against the market compc-
tltlon of the great packing houses of
the West. Sunday, December 31,
will he "Baby Beef Day" for Maine,
when the first fruits of the home
cattle raising will be offered to the
consumers of the State. The home
grown beef will be offered at retail
as roust beef, steak, corned beef and
pot roast, and at wholosale as ribs,
loins, rumps, rounds, forequarters
and hindquarters. There is a considerablequantity of ft in the State.
A Statewide campaign Is on to get

the public to buy the "boys and girls
club baby beef product." and if the
beef sells, the buyers like it and the
boys and girls clubs go on raising
more caitle the abandoned farm
problem in Maine will he by way of
being solved In part And Maine can

help feed New Kngland.
New England, largely n natural

farming country, with an abundance
of river^ and streams. Is well fitted
for ideal grazing lands »et New]
Kngland raises only 25 per cent, of!
Its own food and on the 75 per cent.!
1t buys from outside sources It pays
high transportation charges on long
hauls froni the West
There Is no reason why Maine

should not raise her own beef right'
In her own yard and why, for the
matter of that, the rest of New Knglandsnould not do the same thing
so far as concerns pasture a (Iran-
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tages. The Maine experiment really
depends on the corn and other
feed for wintering the stock while
growing and for fattening it before
going to market. But New England
farmers generally have been able to
do fairly well with corn for their
stock and the Maine cattle raisers
may be able to do as well or to buy
corn cheaply from New England
farmers. If, on the other hand, they
have to use Westerii feed the problemin the end will resolve itself
dowu to the question of whether it is
cheaper and better to haul corn in
the raw form all the way from west

of the Mississippi to the State of
Maine or to haul the beef which is
largely condensed corn.

Meanwhile, good luck to the cattle
raising boys and girls of Maine.

A False Christmas Idea.
It is difficult to understand why the

communists who have been in jail
at St. Joseph, Michigan, pending their
trial for conspiracy should be releasedon ball "to enjoy their Christmasholidays at home."

In various prisons throughout the
land there are thousands of men and
women far better disposed in spirit
to appreciate Christinas freedom
than are the fellows who were seized
at Bridgeman, Michigan, last Augustwhile they were holding a conferencerelative to the best means of
attacking the Government of the
United States.
The communist crowd does not

wish peace on earth to men of good
will. Quite the contrary. Its membersshould be kept safely guarded
until the law is through with them.

Special Weather Forecasts.
The Weather Bureau, according to

its annual report just issued, receivedmore requests for special forecastsin the last year than ever beforein its history. States and countiesasked for weather predictions
on dates set for their fairs and the
general public Inquired if it would
rain on days when it was planning
to play ball or golf or to hold picnics,lawn parties and other outdoor
entertainments. The bureau says it
gave to all these requests careful
consideration and refers to the fact
that it furnished a special forecast
service in connection with pigeon
races, balloon contests and the President'scruise on the Mayflower. Presumablythe predictions all came out
true prophecies.
One of the aims of the bureau is

an improvement in its facilities for
making special forecasts for a longer
period than is covered by the regular
daily weather reports. This kind of
prediction is especially needed in the
Gulf region in the hurricane season

and along the Pacific and Atlantic
coasts during the prevalence of winterstorms. The remedy suggested
in these cases is more reports of ship
observations and an increase in the
number of observation stations. The
bureau endeavors to do its best with
its present facilities.
Extra observations at frequent intervalsalong the route were a special

service which proved of value in the
long distance airplane flights of the
year. The damage done by the ice
storm in New England, the hurri-:
canes along the Florida coast and the
severe storms on the great lakes
was less severe than it might have
been owing to the warnings issued
a day or more in advance by the
bureau. In the case of the heavy
floods along the Mississippi the warningsto the lower valley were sent
out'several weeks in advance of the
time when the waters reached their
most dangerous height. To this was

due in a measure the fact that there
was no loss of life from these floods.
The weather man seems to think

that the people are not taking the
fullest advantage of the service which
the bureau affords. There Is no use,
he says, in special warnings of cold
waves, frosts and storms to the truck
farmer, the fruit grower and the
stock raiser if they will not study
the reports enough to take the necessaryprecautions. Even if the prog-i
nosticator misses it sometimes when
he promises us fair and warmer, he
really means what he says when ho!
senus oui nis warnings 01 approacningdangers. and all of us were glad
when wo road that he looked for.
though he did not guarantee, a fair
and comfortable Christmas Day.

Windowless Museums.
To the unscientific nothing would

seem more indispensable to a museum
of natural history than light. Rut
there are all sorts of dangers to the
exhibits lurking in light. Colors
fade from the delicately beautiful
moths, its brilliancy departs from the
plumage of birds, the fur of mammals
loses its depths and shadows. Black
fur may turn red under the influence
of light. Rose quartz has been known
to pale in a steady glare: it must he
placed in the shadow If its loveliest
tints are to be preserved.
Yet there must be light. Even if

window shades are temporarily drawn
to preserve the specimens, a museum
that did not have its contents visible
would be a contradiction In terms,
About the difficulties of the problem
Frkpfrto A. Lt'cas writes In the currentissue of the Journal of tha .4 m«r«
it an Miitrum of Natural History.

Different museums have experimentedIn the effort to Illuminate
without harming the specimens they
display. Direct sunlight was the most
harmful kind of Illumination revealedby any of the tests. The light
of frosted panes and yellow glass
has provided one means of utilizing
natural tight, but it has the disadvantageof not being entirely white.

Dr, R. W. Tower has established
the fact that electric light has many
advantages. While he was experimentingSir Smart Harmcr, dlrec-
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tor of the British Museum of Natural
History, made tests of the efficiency
of electric light, with the result that
he recommended a windowless gallerylighted entirely by incandescent
electric bulbs.

If this gallery is a success windoyy-
less museums may become a reality,
since specimens may be better preservedunder the electric light with
the possible use of a ray filter.

A Cotillion Again.
How much variety the social year

in New York may now contain is indicatedby the revival of the cotillion
at the home of a New Yorker who
has thus departed far from prevail-
ing modes in the dance. Social danc-
ing in New York, except under the
most unpretentious circunTktances,
consisted at one time of only the
cotillion. Square dances disappeared
and the german came apparently to
stay.in reality to continue for more
than twoscdre years.

Cotillion leaders were the musketeersof society. Few among those
who essayed this kind of leadership
turned out to possess all the qualitiesnecessary for success. To be a

graceful dancer, firm but polite in
controlling his cohorts, clear headed
and quick to remember and act.all
these traits did not exist in every
aspirant. Good leaders were few in
number and highly prized in society.
The german retreated before the

arrival of the onestep. Further progressin syncopation drove it out of
use and out of the minds of dancers.
Is this isolated restoration of the
oldtime fashion the forerunner of a

period of more formal dancing? Are
the waltz and the polka, the galop
and the schottish once more to make
up the dance repertoire of society?
And where are the new leaders to
come from? No first class leader of
the german could be trained on jaZfc.

Animate and Inanimate Targets.
That Frkd Tomlin, a New Jersey

trapshooter, was able to shatter 595
targets out of 600 in a shooting tournamentextending over four days
establishes the steady quality of his
nerve. Yet his accomplishment did
not call fof the same kind of skill
as that which enabled old time live
bird professionals like Brewer and
Fulford to kill ninety-eight out of

f
a hundred pigeons.
There is a machinelike sameness

in the flight of the disks thrown
from traps. A few grains of shot
wil] break these disks, and a chipped
target is scored as a dead bird.
Live birds released from one of

three hidden traps presept another
problem. The pigeons furnished in
the old days for the matches at the
Carteyet grounds in New Jersey
or at the Riverton Gun Club near

Philadelphia, twenty-five years ago,
left the traps as though propelled by
springs. No jacksnipe surpassed some
of these feathered meteors in their
twisting flight.

Speculation ran high at the weekly
shoots at Carteret and Riverton,
whether the contests were between
amateurs or professionals. Brewer
and Fulford were recognized as
the best of the professionals. The
matches between them produced spectacularbetting. But New York and
Philadelphia had several amateurs
that were about as clever as either
of them, and one of these. Lou
rr i j « i i t
i momi soiv, woum nave Deen oacKea

(

tc beat either if a match could have ,
been arranged. Thompson shot at
Carteret and is still one of the best
field shots in the United States.
Edoab Mi rpht and Dr. Gideon Lee J
Knapp were other splendid shots in (
the New York contingent. Fred (

Hoet and Georoe Work were famous t

New York marksmen. '

Rivaling them in skill were a J

number of I'hiladelphians. the best
being Bon Welch and the Dolan ,
hi others. Clarence and Yale. That
the Dolans have not lost their ability t

is shown by their bagging the limit
of canvasbacks on the flats of the
Susquehanna near Havre de Grace on
Monday, December 4.

One of the taxicabs that were used
to save Paris from the Germans in
1914 is to be preserved as a national '
relic by the French Government. How t
unfortunate it is that Rome did not '

enshrine as a museum piece one of the
feeese that saved the imperial city! <

1
A Parisian soothsayer, who at least 1

ought to understand the fashions, pre- 1
diets that bobbed hair will soon be
the mode again; no there is no cause
ror distress ir the clipped locks won't
grow out fast enough.

i

The man from the West who
thought he would like to settle In <

Brooklyn because the hunting was

good there used to be a historic figure
In Manhattan humor, but he probably <

would now select Yonkers. since a doe
wag not only shot there the other day
but provided venison for a whole hospitalpopulation.

1'rlnelpal R. T. MAni.rrr of the
Hackensnek High School In forbiddingall school dances until the pupils
have learned to modify their steps i'
will probably do more to reform the
objectionable features of Jnss in the
dance than all the conventions that !1
the masters may hold In years.

Before Daybreak.
When men go In and Unfit* no out.

Before the first rare start.
Above the quiet something sings
Within the city'* heart.

I* It the echo, of a day
Of noisome trafllrklincutsIt the heavy step of toll
That make* the city elng?

It Is not these. It Is not these. i

But when they both have past, <

It Is the muffled dreams of men
That must he heard at last;

Between the midnight and the dawn
They stir, and stretch, and wake. v

If ever they should cease to sing.
The city's heart must break.

Hblbm Fiusaa-Bown. |
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Traffic Tower Bells.
Will They Add to the Unnecessary

Noises of the City? ]
To Thb New York Herald: Jn my

opinion one feature of the new traffic
towers in'Fifth avenue should be eliminated,and that is the striking' bell.
There are to be seven towers in all
and each one will have a 350 pound
bronze bell which will strike the hours
of the day and night simultaneously. c

What Is the purpose of these bells and *
why .should they strike": They mean »

nothing, they will produce unnecessary
noise and help to Increase the din which
prevails in this city at all times.
Many people dislike tTie sound of a

striking: boll, for It disturbs the quiet
of the day and night. From the standpointof consideration for those who objectto this noise no striking bell should
be permitted by the city in a public
place of any kind.

I read some time ago that in a Southerncity some citizens were annoyed by
a striking clock on one of the buildings
owned by the United States Government
tnd when they appealed to that branch
of the Government controlling the buildingimmediate steps were taken to have
the striking bell removed.
Here in New York, it seems to me,

many things tend to increase unnecessarynoise, and It is a matter of aston- '

Ishment that our public officials do not
use their influence and have the noises
stopped.
Will not our traffic commissioner

make a good beginning by having the
bronze bells In the new traffic towers
silenced first and then removed altofether?It can be done, I believe, withoutdestroying the scheme of the architectand without displeasing the Fifth
Avenue Association. Visitor.
New York, December 22.

Stars in Their Courses. e
c

Suns of Night Speeding Throngh
Space at Terrific Velocities.

To The New York Herald: As we c
stand beneath the star bespangled I
firmament upon the whirling surface of f

aur tiny planet home we behold at pres- fl

snt the sun Capella rising from the j,eastward, followed by the Pleiades, Al- f
lebaran, Betelgeux, Rlgel and Slrlus. ]
As we watch them they rise higher and

Vvnf ota lr maiir that thalw onr\ow_ a

snt motion, their ascent. Is caused by J
:he eastward rotation of our little earth, p
And moet of us forget that all these t
suns, indeed, every body in the dark- *
nod firmament possess individual mo- j*Jons of their own. They arc moving ,
hrough space, fast or slow; but their n
remoteness.trillions and trillions of
milea away.prevents us from observ- s

ng their Individual movements. o

Some suns of night are speeding a

through space with terrific velocities. "J
For example, the sun Arcturua, whose j'|
.rilliance is so noticeable during sum-

mernights, is traveling with a speed
approximating 100 miles a second. Then
there is the star Groornbridge 1830, I
whose velocity is greater than that of
Aroturus. Of course our own sun has
also auch a motion, but It is only about
eleven miles a second.
And lately astronomers have dlscov- A

ered that the sun RZ Cephel In the 1
lonstellation of Cepheus, not far westwardfrom the North Star, possesses the
swiftest known motion. According to
:heir calculations it is traveling through
space with a velocity approximating
J.!>00,000 miles an hour. That is, about n
700 miles a second. In other words. RZ
?ephel would cross from New York city /
L0 San Francisco in about four seconds!

Charles Nevers Hoi.meb.
Newton, Mass., December 21. I

' New York's Name.
But for the Work of Chance It Might

Have Been Albany.
To Tub New York Herald: How fair

New York may claim any relationship
In nomenclature to the Knglish York
is extremely doubtful. Physical re

emblancesmay be dismissed. The
:ouslnship is of the slightest and it was I
inly by a fortuitous circumstance that
New York was not named Albany and
Albany New York. j,
At the bottom le the custom of con- t

'erring titles of nobility coupled with a ^
:erritorlal designation. The brother of ^
Jharles II. was James and bore the title

(

>f Duke of York qnd Albany. He was
^

he patentee of the grant of the colony
ind on the expulsion or tne Dutch New
\msterdam and Kort Orange were re-

e

named New York and Albany.
On this ground It will be seen that J1

he city was named for the Duke and
,ts connection with York can only be v

;hrough him. W. E. Allen.
New Brunswick, n. J., December 22. n

e

In Memory of the Dead. 3
p

Chrlstmm Gift of Me Sisters of a r
Soldier Killed In France. t:

To The New York Herald: May I I
;cll a Christmas story? Juet a day oe e

wo ago two sisters, young women who n

ire working for their living, brought a c

gift of |50 to the Soldiers and Sailors
"lub. "Our brother was killed In t

Prance," they explained, "and this is «1
A'hat we would probably have spent on v

ills Christmas present If he were with t

us now. We want other soldiers to t

nave it.we've been saving It tip all a

.he year." t
T wonder If some of your readers who t

tre particularly lonesome at this Christ- a

mas time because of some dear boy who t
lid not come home from the war would
like to follow the example of the«e demotedsisters and mako other soldiers
ind sailors happy In his place.

Cornelia B. Rooers,
President Soldier* and Sailors Club of

New York, 261 Madison avenuK
New York, December 22.

The Remedy Grows dn Cost.
t« Tun K'fw Vnnif IfienAf.ti:

commlgsloner Knrlght says that the only
way to solve the traffic problem In N«fw
York city Is to cut more avenues runningnorth and south.

I advocated this plan In a letter In
Thk Nkw York Hkrai.o dated July 29,
1904, and you commented on It edltorlilly.Tho main objection to It at that '

time was the stupendous cost of the "

property to be purchased. Hlnco then r

peal estate has doubled In value. The
ongor the project Is deferred the more "

mostly. It will be. Qeoror Fkntrick. "

Nrw York. December 22.
tl

Delaware Holly. '

From tlit Phlltutrlpliia I'lihUa Lttlgtr. "

Thousands of holly wreaths are being H

shipped dally from Senford and other points t
In Susses county. The season Is exception- n

slly profitable this year to both dealers and o

makers of wreaths. The latter are averag- ||
Ing $" a day. Ttie prices asked are: Five |,
bunch wreath, seven cents; four bunch
vrcath, six rents, wreaths where tils denier
furnishes artificial berries, four cents. One
lealer said that the average family engaged H

In making wreatha la making from |IS to *

114 o day. o

\ -

:6, itfcz.

Urged to Impeac
Legislative Committee Tie

Counsel and From the
Charges

The investigation of the Judicial acta
>f Suprenfe Court Justice Selah B.
Strong of Nassau county has reached
he point where briefs have been subnittedby both sides to the Jenks
committee as a basis for its recomnendationsto the Legislature.
The accusations of the Nassau

Jounty Bar Association concerning
rustlce Strong's conduct while he preildedat several terms of the Supreme
Jourt are upheld in the report of
iarry C. Perkins, counsel to the comnlttee,und the committee is urged to
ecommend the impeachment of JusiceStrong.
When the case against Justice

Itronc ended Ertcap T. Hrnrkett. hi«

:ounsel, declared that the evidence
ireaented was so flimsy that he decided
o make no rebuttal and asked only
hat he be allowed to submit a brief,
rhe document, which is short, dlsnissesthe charges us unworthy of atentionand asks that Justice Strong
>e completely exonerated.
The recommendation for Impeachment

vas what wis expected frugi the counsel
o the committee, who also acted in a
lmllur capacity for the Nassau County
Jar Association, but it does not necesarilyfollow that the committee will
accept this suggestion. Those who folowedthe Investigation last summer
reely predicted that the committee
could recommend that Justice Strong
le reprimanded for some of his acts but
xoncrate him of any serious breach In
ifflce.

Eighteen Alleged Offenses,

Eighteen items of misconduct are
lted against Justice Strong In Mr.
'erklns's report, and they range from
nere discourtesy to the abuse of Judicial
LUthority and the assumption of a dictatorshipover the entire county. The
Inal charge In the list embraces many
if the others, and is set forth in the folowingterms:
"An attempt to arrogate to himself

he entire government of the county of
Nassau and to set himself up as a
lolltical dictator discharging the funcionsof Judge, Magistrate, Sheriff,
'rosecutor,. County Attorney and Grand
ury; a condition of affairs In which
here is no warrant in our laws and a
hing foreign to our system of government."
"The employment of State trooper? to

erve subpoenas and the displacement
f the District Attorney by a private
ttorney were nmong the charges cited,
ustice Strong's reference to District
Utorney Elvln N. Edwards as a "damn
Ittle skunk." was branded as "unjustl- ,

The Call of the East.
hear the calling of the^East, to me

There comes the glamour of the sunriselands.
Dim caravans that trail on deecrt

sands,
knd calling temple bells on lotus lea
flie streets of Cairo and the bended

knee,
To Allah when the muezzin commands;
Collnh ind alir.itr and -all thp rovinff

bandv,
'hat spread the color of rich Araby.

tnd clamor of bazaars In lands away,
Slave markets stretching: by the

haunted Nile.
"ades far the Western mist and clinginggray,
For I embark on camel trains that file

To romanced Samarkand and lantern
feast.

hear the calling of the gorgeous East.
Thomas J. Murray.

Misdirected Mail.
fostmaster'General Work Tells Why

He Proposed a Penalty.
To The.New York Herald: I have

list had my attention called to the ediorialarticle In your paper of Docemer8 concerning my recent recommenatlonto Congress that a fee of one

ent should be charged for each piece
( Improperly addressed mall accorded
iroctory service, and In view of the
xcellent cooperatlbn we have been reelvlngfrom the public press In combatngthis burden I thought you would bo
iterestcd In learning the ground upon
yhieh my proposal Is based.
The handling of Improperly addressed

mill Is one of the most annoying and
xpenslve problems which the postal
ervice faces Rt the present time, and,
lesplte our constant endeavors to lmiressupon mailers the Importance of
roper addressing, the fact remains that
he quantity of this mall which is pourngdally Into the mall rooms over the
ountry Is stupendous and represents
n almost needless drain upon the postal
stabltahment.
In a recent study of the problem In

ne wasninfion, u. pun-, gmce wei

Uncovered that for a six day period It
y»s necessary to give directory service
d 39.494 pieces of mall: hut. more than
his, the following paragraph from an

irtlole over my signature In the Nation's
h<*4tir».s for July. 1922, entitled "The
)ru<t 6f the Dead Letter," will give you
n accurate picture of what this mean*

j the postal service as a whole:
The magnitude of the 'ask performed

by the directory service la Indicated hy
a fecent survey of seventy-five of the
largest post offices. At these offices
alone It required the work of r>95 employees,working eight hours dally, to
handle tnnll requiring thla specie! attention,and the annual coat In salaries
was 11,000,01ft. The average number of
pieces of mall matter given directory
service dally was 37(1,391, and the averagecoat for each piece of auch mall was

$.0097. Using these figures as a basis.
It Is estimated that the total number of
letters given thla special treatment at all
post office* during the past fiscal year
reached the stupendous total of 200,000,000.The cost of handling them was

approximately $1,740,000.
The department In urging a remedy

or thle undesirable condition la not
iCtuate by wholly selfish motives, beauaethe Hiving: of directory service re*rdsthe delivery of mall all along the
ne to the consequent Irritation of parousof the service.
While, at first thought. It may appear

hat the enactment of a law to collect a

re from the addressee of improperly
ddraaMd mall wouldT" In effect, be exctlnga fine from Jhe Innocent, noverhelessIt Is believed that this Is the
lost effective way to reach the source

f the difficulty, which Is to be found
t the practice of large mailers of using
laecurHfe and obsolete mailing lists.
The addressee Is protected by his

rlvllege to refuse mall which carries an
dKltlonal charge for postage. In which
vent the mall Is returned to the sender
r la sent to tha dead letter office. On

h Justice Strong
ceives Briefs Fsom Own
Defense, Which Call
Trivial.

liable and unbecoming a Supreme Cour
Justice, revealing an unworthy and vindictivespirit and the lack of judicia
poise and balance."

Called "Minor Doings."
Against all these charges ex-Senatoi

Brackett Interposes no specific defense
He simply submits a brief In which h<
declares It to be beneath the dignity o:
the Legislature to Interfere In th<
"minor doings" of judicial officials.

"It Is not for the Legislature to pre
scribe, nor to censor the manners of thi
executive, nor of the members of th<
Judicial branch," he submits. "If tlia
did fall within the proper province 01
legislative action, it well might be tha
the entire time of that branch of th<
Government would be taken up in, first
adopting a code of manners and tnei
seeing that is was followed.
"Many very great Judges. Judges wh<

loom large in our Judicial history, wert
not men of the politest manners, no1
free from temper. I well remember see'

lng a Justice of the Supreme Cour
stamp under his heel, with every evidenceof rage, a proposed order thai
was submitted to him by counsel."
When the Strong investigation endec

last September ex-Senator Brackett declaredthat Assemblyman Thomas A
McWhlnney had prompted the accusationsof the Nassau County Bar Association.Assemblyman McWhlnney, win
Introduced the resolution authorizing th«

Investigation, was recently reelected t<
the Assembly by the slender majoritj
of 32.

GEN. DAWES REPORTS
POST OFFICE DEF1CH

Former Budget Director Sayt
It Was Submerged.

Chicago, Dec. 22..Gen. Charles G
Dawes, former director of the natlona
budget, 'made public to-day what h<
termed the "submerged" balance sheei
of the post office department. It showed
a deficit of $16,198,000 for the flrsl
three months' operation of the posta
service this year. J. C. Knapp, vicepresidentof the Otis Elevator Company
assisted In making out the report.

Liabilities of the post off'ee department,according to the reproduced re

port, were $140,846,520 for the firs:
three months of the year and asset.*
were $124,648,590.

"Bureaucrats" were charged with attemptingto throttle the Government lr
a statement by Gen. Dawe« regarding
the post office balance sheet.
Although the balance sheet had beer

approved by Will Hays, former Postmaster-General,Gen. Dawes said h»
had heard nothing of the post offlcf
balance sheet and declared the Government'saccounting to-day

'

to be "u
disgraceful and archaic system."

the ot4ier hand. If the mailer understood
that his neglect to keep his mailing list
in order Imposed a penalty either on

himself or his correspondent the avalancheof Improperly addressed mall
would be checked because the hulk of It
originates with the large mailer and
does not consist of the personal correspondenceof individuals.

T Itiot »l,r>

sitv for something of the sort was so apparentto my predecessors in office that
both former Postmasters-General Burlesonand Hays made similar recommendations.In fact, it has been urged
upon Congress since 1915, and for the
reasons I have explained I considered
It advisable to renew It In my last annualreport. Hubert Work,

, Postmaster-General.
Washington, D. C^, December 21.

Hospital Fires.
An Avernire of .More Than One n

Dny for Tr . Years.
From the Journal of American ilcdicai

Aesoclatlon.
It is startling to learn that during

1919 and 1920 870 fires occurred ir
institutions classified as hospitals, asylumsand sanatoriums.an average ol
more than one fire a day in that type
of Institution. If any structures should
be properly protected those in which
human beings lie incapable of self-protectionshould he considered first.
Among the causes of fire in thes<

institutions were, first, sparks on th<
roof; second, defective chimnoyav and
flues; third, lightning; fourth, heating
Installation, and fifth, electricity. Thes<
ctlologic considerations point the way
to prevention, but there are furthet
special considerations which apply tc
hospitals. The height of hospital buildingsIs a matter for concern; ambulatorypatients should be placed on the
higher floors, the lower floors being reservedfor those completely bedridden.

In every hospital there should he locatedAre alarm boxes for prompt notificationin case of Are. Volatile llquldi
which are easily inflammable should b«
handled with caution. Chemical extin
guishers should be easily available anc
a Are drill for the employees should bt
a regular experience.
"When it is realised," says the Na

tional Board of Fire Underwriters, "thai
most Arts are preventable, and thai
there are none too many hospitals, li
seems a pity that large sums must gr
annually toward replacing what might
have been conserved for further usefulness."
^ Qnlri Hay for a Maine Youngster.

nurkupnrt «»«s <n PSrtlaml I'rrxx-ltei old
It Isn't often that a man TH year* ol.l

wins a prize for the best costumed man al
a nias'tnera'te ball. Uncle Dan O'Brien. hi
l.e la popularly known, a citizen of fall
Verona, chopped wood all Hay last Hntur
day. As he was strolling homo In the twilighthe happened to think that Neighbor
ItrlMaes was going to have a dance that
night In Dak llall. Ho after supper Unci*
I>an dons his costume and walks down t«
the hall, a distance of nearly three miles.
He got the prize for the host costumed
nan. danced all th" situate dances and did
soma clogging on the side. The prize wan
certainly well earned and was the climax o!
g perfect day for Uncle Dan.

Ransan's Mysterious Message.
fVotn the Eldorado Times.

The edltor"W"Tnall the other day contained
this from a man In Nebraska: "Please discontinuemy paper. I'm not Interested In
the oil game any more. It's too slippery."

Sycamore* at Plqua.
At Plqua sway the sycamore*
Beside a stream that has no name;

My mind, as does a bird thai roars

With eager aim.
Cos* winging swift to other shore*
And other sycamore*.

And no I bless the Plqua trees
And fain would set them In a song.

For they evoke sweet memorlcB;
I stray along

Love hallowed paths through seeing
these

Sllni swaying I'lqtia trees.
, CLINTON £>COI.LARD.
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Daily Calendar
THE WEATHER.I

For Eastern New York.Generally
cloudy to-day and to-morrow, not much
change in temperature; diminishingnorthwest winds becoming south and
southwest by night.
For New Jersey.Mostly cloudy to:day and to-morrow; not much change

j in temperature; moderate to fresh winds,1 mostly southwest and west.
For Northern New England.Cloudy

to-day and to-morrow, probably local
snows to-morrow; not much change Inr temperature; diminishing northwest
winds to-day, becoming moderate varlar' ble by to-morrow."

For Southern New England.Cloudy5 tA_dov onti »
iv-iiiuiivw, unomiea tomorrow; not much change In temperature;diminishing northwest winds to®day, becoming moderate variable by to:night.1 For Western New York.Cloudy to'day and to-morrow, local snows or rains' to-day; not much change in tempera5ture; moderate tp fresh winds, mostly

| southwest and west.

, Washington, Dec. 22..a disturbance
, that developed along the North Carolina
» coast last night moved rapidly north.eastward and its center was near Caps
l Cod to-night. It was attended by strong
. winds along the coast from Cape Hattteras to Nantucket, Mass. Another disturbancewas central over Wisconsin
I and moving east southeastward. Still

another was over the Canadian north.west and a fourth was approaching the
- north Pacific coast. Pressure remained

high over the Gulf States and almost
> generally west of the Rocky Mountain*
' Precipitation has occurred within the
' last twenty-four hours along the New' Kngland and south Atlantic coasts and

In portions of the lake region, the upper
Ohio Valley and the north Pacific
States. Elsewhere fair weather has pre»vailed. The temperature was above
normal to-night almost generally east
of the Rocky Mountains except In the

I Atlantic States and along the Gulf
coast.
The disturbance central over Wisconsinto-night will move eastward at

tended by light local snows or rains in1 the lower lake region and the extrems' upper Ohio Valley to-morrow and In[ northern New England and the Interior
of New York Saturday night or Sunday. /

j Otherwise generally fair weather will
prevail to-morrow and Sunday in the
Atlantic and east Gulf States, Tennes'see, the Ohio Valley and the lower lake
region. The temperature will not change
materially although It will be slightly
higher in the southeastern States tomorrow.There is.no cold weather In

' sight. Storm warnings remain displayed
on the Atlantic coast from Block Island,
R. I., to Boston.

f \Observations at United States Weather *
i Bureau stations, taken at 8 P. M. yesterday,

seventy-fifth meridian time:
Temperature Rainfall

> lust 24 hrs. Baro- last 24
t Stations. High. Low. meter, hrs. Weather..
. Abilene 02 88 30.00 .. Cloudy

Albany. 84 23 29.78 .1 .Cloudy1 Atlantic City.. 88 32 20.88 .. Pt.Cldy
Baltimore 44 28 20.98 .. Cloudy
Bismarck 40 32 29.98 .. Clear
Boston 32 28 29.82 T iSnow
Buffalo 32 30 20.90 T Cloudy
Cincinnati .... 40 28 30.02 .. Cloudy
Charleston ... 30 42 30.10 .. Clear
Chicago ...1.. 44 28 29.78 .. Cloudy
Cleveland 38 28 20.1)6 .. Clear
Denver 60 38 30.02 .. Clear
Detroit 38 26 20.00 T Cloudy
Helena ... 1111 49 114 2»I»a II Cloudy
Jacksonville .. 02 42 .20.14 .. Clear
Kama* City... 04 40 29.SS .. Clear
].o* Angeles... 70 58 .20.04 .. Clear
Milwaukee .... .28 24 CloudyNew Orleans.. 00 44 30.16 .. Clear
Oklahoma .... 06 .24 .20,00 ... Clear
Philadelphia. .. 40 .20 20.90 .. Cloudy
Pittsburgh ... 34 30 30.00 T Pt.CPdyPortland, Me.. 28 20 29.66 . 02 Snow
Portland, Ore.. 48 .22 30.10 .16 Cloudy
Salt Pake City 32 29 30.38 .. Cloudy
San Antonio.. 68 40 30.(1(1 .. Clear
San Diego 70 32 30.02 .. Clear
San Francisco. .32 46 30.16 .. Clear
Seattle 30 44 30.O4 .08 Know
St. Louis 30 32 20 84 .. Clear
St. Paul 40 24 20.68 .. Cloudy
Washington .. 44 2A 30.00 .. Cloudy

LOCAL. WEATHER RECORDS.
8 A. M. 8 P. M.

Harotneter 20.81 10.81
Humidity 74 5S
Wind.direction N.E. N.W.
Wind.velocity o30

1 Weather Cloudy Pt. Cldy
Precipitation None None
The temperature In this city yesterday, as

recorded by the official thermometer, la
shown tn the annexed table:
8 A. M...33 1 P M...31 6 P. M...34

' 0 A. M...35 2 P. M....32 7 P. M.. .34
10 A. M...ill 8 P.M...33 8 P.M...35
11 A. M...32 4 P. M....34 f> P. M...34
12 M 33 r. P. M... 35 10 P. M... 84 jr1022. 1021. 1022. 1021.
0 A. M 35 0 6 P. M....34 21
12 M 33 15 0 P. M 34 21
3 P. M....33 22 II Mid 34 20
Highest temperature, 37. at 0:30 A. M.
Ixiwest temperature. 30, at 10:20 A. M.
Average temperature, 34.

EVENTS TO-DAY.
Federation for Child Study, entertainment.

by Thornton W. Burgess, Plaza Theater.
> Madison avenue and Fifty-ninth street, 11

A. M.
Humane Society. Christmas tree for animal*.Seventh avenue and Thirteenth street.

) 1 to 3 P. M.
Zola Beta Tan Fraternity, convention. Hotel

Plaza, tea and dance tn the afternoon.
B. P. O. K.. Brooklyn Lodge. Chrlstmaa

party, clubhouse. South Oxford street. Brook
lyn, afternoon.
Jefferson School, Christmas festival.

Sherry's, 300 Park avenue, 2:30 P. M.
Metropolitan Museum of Art. gallery talk,

Roman architecture, Elsie P. Carey, 2 P. M.;
i Roman art.furniture, Oisela M. A. Rlchter,
, 4 P. M.

T'all Mall Supper Club, mistletoe hall for
soldiers and sailors. Hotel Lorraine. 8:30

I P. M.
Stuyvessnt High School Alumna* Association,meeting. Stuyvesant High School. 8

P. M.
l-es Ainls Club of Brooklyn, entertainment,

1 Alrilne Association, 22 Fifth avenue,

t Mothers Club of the Henry Street Settle.ment. chanuka party, 8 P. M.; Junior Christmasparty, 3 P. M.
' Municipal Building, Christmas vaudsville

unit danelns for einoloveea of the T'eoart-
. mcnt of rinnt and KJruoturee. afternoon.

Tan Delta Phi Fraternity, convention.
Motel Astor; aupper dance In the evening.
Metropolis Club, dinner and dance. Hotel

lllltmore, 7 P. M.
Goodwill Ancillary, Israel Orphan Asylem,

dance. Hotel Conunodore, 8:30 P. M.
Alpha Kpsllon Phi Fraternity, tea, dance

and eupper. Motel Ulltmore.
DoniVna Ohib, dlnrter. Hotel Blltrnore, 7

r P. M.
Association of Drees Manufacturers, dinnerand dance. Hotel Aetor, 8 P. ML
HuppA Club, dance and supper. IfQtel

Astor, 0 P. M.
Pvdell Club, danee, Waldorf-Astoria,

P. M
l,ehanon lloelptal Nurses Alumnae, dance,

Waldorf-Aetnrla. H P. M.
Huron I'luh. entertelnnicnt and dance.

Wnldorf Aelorla. 8 P. M.
Alpha Thl PI Fraternity, dance. WaldorfAstoria,8 P. M.
Young Folk* Democratic Club. Hotel Miv

Atpln. 8 r. M.

SANTA COMING BY AIRPLANE.
Will Drop filfta From Army Blimp

at lirllrvlllc. III.

Bbi.i-rvii.lr. 111.. dec. 22..ItnttCliUi
In his visit to Belleville this jeer will
not u»e his ohl fushloried sleigh drawn

by reindeer but will idlide over the

housetops In the A-4. the lerReet airshipat Scott Kiehl, the army air station
near here.

Present* will be dropped to the kIddlea
attending 'he Christmas tree celebration
In the public square Christmas after,
noon. ,

The Associated Press Is exclusively entitled
to the use for republication ot *11 news dispatchescredited to It or not otherwise / I
credited In this paper, end aleo the local I
news published herein. -I

All right* of republication of special dl*- I


